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Balmorhea Independent School District 
Telephone (915)375-2223

Box 368 
Balmorhea, Texas 79718

March 22, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE [BALMORHEA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT]

It is the desire of the Balmorhea Independent School District Board of 
Trustees that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear, as soon as possible, 
the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL., Petitioners; V. 
WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL., Respondents, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the law of the land in Texas.

The present system of school finance in the State of Texas, by its 
inequitable design, has helped to create and to perpetuate a permanent group 
of second class citizens and second class school districts in our state. The 
present system does not even provide decent access to the money necessary 
to fund a basic educational program, let alone the type of educational 
program that Is being demanded in today’s world. For those school districts 
that are property poor, yet still desire for their children to have the quality 
of education necessary to compete in the world of tomorrow, the local tax 
rate quickly becomes exorbitant, simply because there is not an adequate 
tax base to draw upon. If, as we are being told, education will unlock the 
economy of tomorrow for the people of our state, we are only giving the key 
to that lock to those school children from districts who have a laroe tax 
base or whose parents have money and can afford to supplement their 
school education. Please hear this case and rule for what is morally f). ■ t 
not what may be politically expedient. It appears that we are presently miy 
giving lip service to the concept that we provide substantially equal 
educational opportunity for all of our students.

We authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on our behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.
^^H^h^^^^^^resident

Balmorhea Independent School District
Board of Trustees

*A« Eqaal 0>part«*ity Kapivyrc*



March 23, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE [ROBERT C. CLANTON]

It is my desire that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear, as soon as 
possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL., Petitioners; 
V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL, Respondents, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the law of the land in Texas.

The present system of school finance in the State of Texas is such that it is 
totally dependent upon where a child might live as to the opportunity this 
child has to a quality education. If by chance this child lives in a school 
district that has a large tax base this child has a much better chance for a 
quality education than the child that comes from a property poor school 
district. Not only does it affect the student but it also affects the child's 
parent because the parent who lives in a property poor school district will 
pay much higher school taxes than the parent who lives in a school district 
with a large tax base. A child's education should not depend upon where a 
child lives but on the child's ability and the ability of the school to provide 
a quality education. Education is not free, it cost money but if you, by 
chance, live in s operty wealthy school district you have a much better 
chance to a supe; w, less expensive public education than if you ace from a 
property poor school district.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement In an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner Intervenors In the Edgewood case.

Robert C. Clanton



March 23, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE [BARBA EVELYN CLANTON]

It is my desire that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear, as soon as 
possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL., Petitioners; 
V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL., Respondents, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the law of the land in Texas.

Since the present system of public school finance is based on property 
values and property tax rates, school districts that are property poor are 
suffering. Lack of funding for better qualified teachers, specialized 
teachers, innovative programs and services prohibits these poorer districts 
from competing successfully with students who are afforded every possible 
program because their school district holds more property value. Students 
from poorer schools are expected to compete educationally as well as 
socially without the benefit of the expertise of qualified personnel who will 
not work for the lower salary but will opt for the wealthier school district. 
This choice of teacher employment can be simplified and public education 
equalized with a decision of the Texas Supreme Court to correct the 
inequities in the financing of the public education system of Texas. This 
equalization is surely overdue and too late for a large majority of our Texas 
citizens who have been granted a lesser that equal chance at their education 
and their future as a successful Texas citizen.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to Incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.



March 23, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE [TERRY ANN CLANTON]

It is my desire that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear, as soon as 
possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL, Petitioners; 
V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL., Respondents, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the law of the land in Texas.

I feel that all school districts in Texas should have access to the same 
amount of money for each student they educate. It appears that poorer 
school districts are unable to provide the facilities for their students that 
the wealthier student enjoys such as larger classrooms, better teachers, 
and more educational programs. When a kindergarten students begins his 
education in a property poor school district his chances of receiving the 
attention and expertise of the teachers that the other student receives in 
the wealthier school district is minimal. There are two different 
educations. This fact is due to the lack of funding of the property poor 
district and there is no equality of education for these Texas citizens-

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Terry Ann Clanton



March 23, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE [ANA CONTRERAS]

It is my desire that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear, as soon as 
possible, the EDGEWOOO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL., Petitioners; 
V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL., Respondents, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the iaw of the land in Texas.

I believe our school is a good school but if the school had more money our 
children would be able to have a better education. Programs for the gifted 
student, computer training and art classes would be able to be taught with 
more financial aid from the equalization of funding for the Texas public 
schools. Our teachers deserve better salaries in our property poor school 
districts as well as other employees of the district. School facilities could 
be improved. New drug programs could be facilitated with funding made 
available through an equalization of the system. Programs for special 
education could be provided with better teachers. School counselors for our 
children could be added to help them plan their futures and their educations. 
Sponsors for clubs could be afforded with additional funds such as student 
council or National Honor Society. Vocational studies could be expanded to 
include carpentry, woodworking or car repairs which would help some of our 
students learn an important trade. Caring teachers must be employed and 
they will only work where there are good salaries. With a lack of funds for 
programs and qualified personnel our students are coming up short. I feel 
that all teachers should be paid equally thus the equality of financing from 
the State should be settled. Closing certain schools for lack of local funds 
is not the answer because If you ask the students in the local community 
how they feel about their school, they believe that It Is a better school than 
the larger ones.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Ana Contreras



March 23, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE [BETTY REY LOZANO]

It is my desire that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear, as soon as 
possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL., Petitioners; 
V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL., Respondents, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the law of the land in Texas.

I feel that all schools should have access to the same amount of money per 
child to run a school. It does not make any sense that because a school is 
property poor that they should not be able to pay their faculty and staff 
what a wealthier school can pay their employees. The fact that we live in a 
property poor school district does not mean that we do not want our 
children to have access to the same quality of education that a child has 
from a wealthier school district.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.



MARCH 23, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE HOLLYE KINGSTON
It is the desire of Hollye Kingston that the Supreme Court of 
Texas should hear, as soon as possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEF'ENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL.., Petitioners; V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL., 
Respondents, and rule that substantially equal educational oppor­
tunity is indeed the law o-f the land in Texas.

The present -funding system in the State of Texas is based 
primarily on property taxation. Since property wealth is not 
equally distributed in the state, the system is inherently 
flawed. The result often is that the poorer districts are 
required to pay higher taxes than other districts to receive the 
same support. In some cases, the property wealth is so low that 
a district cannot raise sufficient funding even by raising the 
tax rate to the limit of the law.

Often the districts with lower property wealth have a larger 
population of economically disadvantaged families. The children 
of these families may require more expensive educational programs 
to receive the same benefits from public education. These dis­
tricts are then penalized twice under the present funding system.

The State formula for funding on a per student basis also does 
not provide equal educational opportunities. One reason for this 
is that the financial efficiency of a district is relative to the 
size of the district. This problem is reflected in capital out­
lay purchases as well as buildings and facilities.

These problems can be partially resolved by providing more State 
aid to the poorer property wealth districts. The willingness of 
a district to tax itself should also be considered in this 
formula. Secondly, special programs, such as compensatory 
education, should be funded at a higher weight. In addition to 
this, the State should not impose any additional requirements on 
the districts without providing proper funding to support these 
requirements. Lastly, funding of buildings and facilities, and 
to a lesser degree funding of capital outlay purchases, should be 
considered separately from the standard funding formula.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incor­
porate this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting 
Petitioners and Petitioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case.

Hollye Kingston
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March 24, 1989

fSTATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE(TERI BARRAGAN
It is the desire of Teri Barragan that the Supreme Court of Texas 
should hear, as soon as possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, ET AL., Petitioners; V. WILLIAM KIRBY, ET AL; Respondents, 
and rule that substantially equal education opportunity is indeed 
the law of the land in Texas. aWe need more funds to better provide an equal VOCATIONAL PROGRAM.
I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate 
this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners 
and Petioner Intervenors in the Edgewood case'.
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April 23. 1.^9

I Statement of Amicus Curi?n--  Patty K. Towler.

I
I
I
I
I

It is the desire of Patty K, Towler that the Supreme Court of Texas 
should hear, as soon as possible, the "Edgewood Independent School. Bist 
et al. Petitioners: v. William Kirby, et al. Respondents'} and rule tha 
substantially equal education opportunity is indeed the law of the land 
in Texas.

I, -p

All students and schools should have equal opportunities in their 
educational pursuits. Our small school has its limitations because 
of the lack of funds. Some of my concerns are the library, which does 
not have a well rounded collection of books, an up-to-date reference 
section or current magazines or newspapers; lack of modern up-to-date 
equipment throughout the school: and specialized personnel, such as 
counselors or training specialists.
I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate this 
statement in an amicus'brief on my behalf supporting Petitioners and 
Petitioner intervenors in the Edgewood case.

I Patty K. Towler

I
I 
I
I
I
I
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March 24, 1989

STATEMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE (Evangelinea Dutchover)
It is the desire of Evangelinea Dutchover that the Supreme 

Court of Texas should hear, as soon as possible, the EDGEWOOD 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ETAL., Petitioners; V. WILLIAMS 
KIRBY, ET AL., Respondenta, and rule that substantially equal 
educational opportunity is indeed the law of the land in Texas.

It is the desire of Evangelinea Dutchover that small schools 
should get the equal amount of money as bigger schools because 
small schools should be given the equal opportunity of obtaining 
better facilities and up-to-date resource materials in our 
library. We should be able to hire as many teachers as we can, 
and as when they are needed. We should be able to have teachers 
that are in the class room with us and not on a TI-IN screen. 
I am not saying that TI-IN is bad, but don't you think that 
a face to face teacher would be better and would be there when 
you need him/her. As for our facilities, that is if we got 
the equal amount of money, we could have a better football field, 
we could have a track, better storage space, and etc.... I also 
believe that our business classes could use up-to-date computers 
and bigger rooms so everything is not so crowded. I strongly 
believe that we could accomplish a lot if we had this money. 
There is just one main thing we could use this money for, and 
that is for security and drug programs.

I authorize an attorney selected by the Equity Center to incorporate 
this statement in an amicus brief on my behalf supporting 
Petitioners and Petitioner Intervenors in.the Edgewood case.



DATE 3/24/89

STATMENT OF AMICUS CURIAE (Bavid Hurley)

I
It is the disire David Hurley that the Supreme Court of Texas should hear c

,as soon as soon possible, the EDGEWOOD INDEPENDANT SCHOOL DISTRICT, ET AL.,

I PETITIONERS; V. William Kirby, ET AL., respondants, and rule that
substantially equal educational opportunity is indeed a law of the land in

B Texas.

i
I personally feel that in any school education should be equal, conditions 
,such as the one we face in our school could be eliminated if the 

I government would allow for more money to go into smaller schools on basis 
of education, instead I see large amounts of money being put into large 
schools that operate on the basis of athletics instead of school.
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